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Background tevrite@uni

A Purpose: To increase
understanding of concepts

A Target Population:slyear
students

A Format: 5 modules
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Usability testing in action
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Key findings
Facilitators to use ofvrite@uni

A Quality and relevance of content A Layout and presentation
A Sequencing of content A Amount of content on a page
A Navigability (platform) A Length (media)

A Accessibility
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1. Numbering

Learning outcome: Find out why writing is important at university and what you can learn from this resource.

Welcomel!

Click here for the transcript

What is write@uni about?

Write@uni is a self-paced online resource created to assist you in understanding
what writing at university involves and what expectations you will most likely
encounter as you progress through your studies. To embark on your writing
journey with confidence, we encourage you to explore and complete the
following interconnected modules:

* Module 1: Expectations for writing at university

¢ Module 2: Writing starts with thinking

* Module 3: Reading informs writing

e Module 4: Writing with purpose

* Module 5: Becoming a proficient writer

Working tigough this resource early on in your degree will help you to make
sense of neX learning demands and become aware of the skills you may need
to develop to\pecome a more skilled writer.

«_Home

The story

Meet your fellow students

Writing matters

2. Removed links to other modules

0.1 Introduction

Learning outcome: Know why writing is important at university and what you can learn from this resource.

Welcomel

W

Click here for the transcript

Write@uini is a series of five online modules created to assist you in understanding what writing at university
involves and what expectations you will most likely encounter as you progress through your studies. You'll have the
opportunity to learn about the university writing culture and how critical thinking and reading inform the
process of writing.

You can also follow the story of our three comic characters, Hua, Markus and Mele, as they face the challenge of
writing their first university assignment.

Working through this resource early on will help you make sense of new learning demands and become aware of
the skills you need to become a more skilled writer. Although each module can be completed independently, we
recommend that you explore write@uni sequentially, from Module 1 through to Module 5.

Before you get started, learn more about why writing matters.

3. Removed comic box
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Module 1: Expectations
for writing at university
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Writing matters

HUA (6 LATE FOR
HER FIRET LECTURE..

Why do you think developing your writing skills at uni is important?

The importance of being a good writer

Good writing skills are not only essential for academic success, but also invaluable for achievement and advancement in
the community and workplace. Listen to University of Auckland academic staff, alumni and employers explain why it's

important to learn to write effectively while you're at university.

Academic staff Employers
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0.1 Introduction

Module 1: Expectations of
writing at university
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1.1 Who's Rubrick?

Our three heroes meet in the first lecture of their GENED 108: Sustainable Cities course.

3 1.2 Expectations about
universay

» 1.3 From high school to
universty

> 1.4 Becoming a member
of 2 new culture.

> 1.5 What's for
homemork?

3 1.6 From high school to
uniz What's the

cence?

> 1.7 Just answer the essay
Question’

» 1.8 Finding out what's
expected of you

> 1.9 Summary

> 1.10 How ready are you?

Module 2: Writing starts
with thinking

Module 3: Reading informs
writing

Module 4: Writing with
purpose

Module 5: Becoming 3
proficient writer
Feedback
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« Module 1: Expectations of writing at university

1.2 Expectations about university »
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Find your starting point »

0.1 Introduction
50.2 Why improve as a

0.3 Wr matters

Module 1: Expectations of
writing at university

Module 2: Writing starts

purpase

Module 5: Becoming a
proficient writer

Feedback
Acknowledgements

References

0.3 Writing matters

0.2 Why improve as a writer?

search

Communicating ideas effectively in writing is essential to success both at university and in your professional life.
However, as we know, writing can be a difficult skill to learn and get good at; it requires time, effort and practice.

As a result, it may be worthwhile to develop your writing while you're at uni

z “" Why do you think developing your writing skills is important?

Record your thoughts in the box and click on the submit button to find out what research suggests.

Submit

search

Listen to employers, University of Auckland academic staff and alumni explain why writing is important in their

fields and why students should focus on learning to write effectively while they're at university. Click on the topics

Module 3: Reading informs
Module 4: Writing with

Module 5: Becoming a
proficient writer

Acknowledgements
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that interest you most. To enlarge, double-click on the video, or click the enlarge video icon.

Transcript

Jitsomerfield, Partner,

Professional Services Firm

Ithink for us it a couple of
things. Firstly, it is atechnical risk.
Soif you're trying to explain
something complex, and you

explain it in a way that is not

Employers

Employers

«_0.2 Why improve as a writer?
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HUA 16 LATE fOR
HER fIR6T LECTURE...

Read the full comic here

Click here for comics transcript in plain text

Caption: Hua is late for her first lecture...

ailable seat she can find is in the front
le. As she sits down, Dr Kin Williams, the

Hua rushes into the lecture theatre for her first ever lecture at uni. The only,
row next to Mele and Markus, who both sit there looking rather uncomfo
lecturer, starts to speak from the podium.

#fes=. Now, on Canvas, you have my details - Kiri
signment. And the rubrics. Alright, let’s get started.

READ e COMIC

Kiri: That's what we'll cover in GENED108: Sustainable
Williams, that's me - and the details of your first

Mele: (whispers to Markus) What's canvas? And wif's Rubrick?

Markus: (whispers back to Mele) It's an online thyffg... Never met Rubrick.

5. Transcript and access to all comic
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Self-assessment

To get off to & good start with your studies, you may find it helpful to reflect on your strengths and weaknesses and make a

plzn for warking on the areas you need to develop. Now that you've worked through Module 1, take the opportunity to
complete the following seff-assessment to:

1. Assess how ready you feel to mest the academic requirements of your courses.,
2. Identify any are=s you may need to develap further,
3. Explore the resources and help available at the University

. Record any actions you may want to take to develop your skills and knowledge,

Mote: For maximum benefit, we suggest you complete all four steps, save and download your answers and then g back
over your notes to start working on your learning geals.

’\_ Step 1:Assess your knowledge and skills
"

For each of the following statements, rate your understanding about tertiary study. Select the number that best matches
how you feel and then calculate your total score. The lower the score the more likely you'll need to learn mare about the
university academic culure.

1. I understand what studying at university inwahes in terms of values, responsibilities and expectations.
Strangly disagree © 1 2 3 04 5 Swongly agree

2. I'm confident that my academic (research, thinking and writing) skills are appropriate for university study.
Strangly disagree © 1 2 3 04 5 Soongly agree

3. I know how to manage my time and learning effectively,
Strangly disagree © 1 2 3 04 5 Srongly agree

4, I know how to access the resources and services available to support my transition to university study.

Strangly disagree © 1 2 3 o4 5 Srongly agree

caloulate score

6. Selfassessment
A simplified

Live

A included pdf of resources

Step 3f Explore development opportunities

= Check the Academic and Learning Support available.

' Step 2} Identify your strengths and areas for deve = Enral in 2 workshop to improve your learning skills.

[t your current strengths and skills as well as the areas you feel you need to work onor Consuk useful books:

Example:

= Consult your course guide in Canvas,

@ Brick, Jean (2011). Academic culture: 2 student’s guide fo studying at university [2nd ed). Macmillan, South

Yarra, Vic,
Strengths: « Cattrell, 5. [2013). The studly skills handbook (4th ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
o T use my study time well, = Find out about your tutors' and lecturers’ office hours.
Areas to develop: i
= Learn more about practical strategies to maximise academic success. Step 4 Record actions to dEUElDD your skills and knowledge

List the actions you plan to take and the resources you plan to use to develop your skills.

Example:

1} Enral in a workshep offered by Student Learning.

2} Explore the Searching for information web page.

Mote: To be able to paste live links click the|w:«| button to the right. Remember to save and download your responses

Rl |7



